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y 1"/ - Condylura cristata [star-nosed mole]
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Best secondary growth forest :
Tai Po Kau Nature Reserve is situated on teesaside of Tai Mo Shan

Country Park , this is one of Hong Kong’s most wetserved woodlands .Once
inside the reserve , choose from four colouredstai one nature trail , depending
on your time and energy . The trails run alongdides of valleys of varying
heights . Once you reach the top , enjoy gorge@myssvof the Tolo Harbour .
There is no virgin forest left in Hong Kong todapuring World War 1l , most of
the forest area was cut for fuel and wood . Afterwar , plantations were made in

all reservoirs to keep the soil from erosion .

Tai Po Kau'’s is one of the best-recovered regiartdang Kong . Today , you can find exotic treegeheincluding paper bark and red
rubber plantations . But the native ones are fighback for dominance . Tai Po Kau vegetation &pskd by a combination of forces , both
human and nature , which make it so rich and dévefai Po Kau was designated as Nature Resetverilian Country Park because of its
conservation interests in wildlife biodiversity ataral habitat and its large size . The well-prtddorest offers different ecological niches
for various wildlife . It has an open orchard aosathe edge of the reserve , freshwater habitatarious streams , dense canopies , as wel
as humid and shaded forest floors . All of thesgnelnts are found in this rich wildlife sanctuary émnphibian and reptile , dragonfly and
butterfly , mammals and birds .

A haven for passerines : Mai Po is renowned for water birds , but Tai PauKs the haven for woodland birds that have célur
plumage and sing beautifully . Plentiful food irrigg and summer are an attraction for the birds ¢hane here to breed during these times

of year . But during autumn and winter , visitofsnaigrants add more color to this amazing reseri late winter and early spring ,
everything in the forest shows signs of life . ldlowers reveal their brilliant flowers like bumg fire on branches . Birds go crazy for this
annual feast . Courtship , nest building , feediatj types of wild behavior can be witnessed rigefore your eyes . Be sure to watch the
bird wave . Through the flocks of fast-moving birdsok out for little blue creatures creeping amadhe tree trunks and branches . Those
are the Velvet-fronted Nuthatches . Yellow-cheeKédook for caterpillars and buds while Scarletriifiets and Grey-throated Minivets
chase each other among the canopies . If you akg/ luyou just might see rare and beautiful migsaint the bird wave such as the
Black-naped Monarch and Verditer Flycatcher . Kagjiose eye out , and you will see some incredibtes .

|The next periodical English Corner topic: A valley of rich ecological and cultisalirees — Sha Lo Tu|ng
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