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== A valley of rich ecological and cultural resources — Sha Lo Tung Qﬁfw -
Looking back on Sha Lo Tung’s past :

Sha Lo Tung, one of the very few regions imgi&ong remained
untouched by man , has received some recent attethtie to a proposed
development plan in the area . It occupies more #ighty hectares of land
area , and this valley is surrounded by Pat Sigl@ountry Park . The local
villagers make their living by the farmlands . Abdwenty years ago , some
developers purchased land from the villagers ,dawided to turn these

farmlands and villagers’ houses into golf coursas law-density residential

area . Thanks to fierce objections from local grgeups and lack of approval

from the Environmental Protection Department , E@&ung remains a rural

area .

Ecological Value :The main reason Sha Lo Tung has remained undewklefeecause of its rich and abundant ecologicaiinees .

It has been widely recognized by experts and gggenps to have a high degree of ecological andulltvalue . The Hong Kong
government also realized that Sha Lo Tung is thetmoologically important area after Mai Po Mardiherefore , the area was established
as a “Site of Special Scientific Interest” (SSSIh)d any local development is strictly limited arighy regulated . The valley at Sha Lo
Tung has managed to maintain many unpolluted sseamd dense “Feng Shui” forests , which providegaal environment to nurture a

wide variety of plants and animal species .
It is estimated that there are 170 herb species680dvascular plant species in this small area reMban 100 species of birds have

been sighted at Sha Lo Tung , and near dusk ,rtie ezalley comes alive with the sound of bird gen Many large mammals have also
been spotted in Sha Lo Tung , such as wild boarkifg deer and pangolin as well as snakes . Tearss of Sha Lo Tung are inhabited by
many species of dragonflies and freshwater fistze®l,some of them are quite rare and preciouss fEigion also has a variety of butterfly
and amphibian species .

Hong Kong's Cultural Heritage : But there is even more to this valley . The higtthat Sha Lo Tung carries with it has
tremendous cultural value . The old villages heiteegsed the living culture of Hong Kong's earlytises . Although most village houses
are now empty and deteriorating over time , asstep into these houses , you feel as though yowalkeng into the lives of local villagers
years ago. The broken floor , beds , farming , @muking tools are left untouched inside the hoasea witness to history . The Hong Kong
Government has already labeled the abandoned “Makkege houses as second grade historical relics

|The next periodical English Corner topic: Green Turtles in Hong I{ong
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