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Seasonal Interview- Exploring the nature lovers’ reflections

Interviewee: HKGNU'’s Foreign Senior Consultant——Mr. Michael Modini

[1]. Q: How long have you been a teach
A: | have been a teacher in two high schools in Italty for one and a half years,
the first year | tough Italian and French, and then | am only teaching Italian.
When | teaching in SBC, | am only a student teacher.

[2]. Q: Inyour teaching life , are there any things affecting you to increase your
knowledge about the environmental protection ?
A: Environmental protection...l am not sure if there is anything specific they will
liking to the curricular although as part of the year twelve or ten students
to study the unit on the environment using Italian language, | think
increasingly the environment becoming a part of curricular, but it is nothing
specifically on teaching.

[3]. Do you love the nature ? In what reasons? When did you love it ?

Yes, | am love the nature very much, especially in Hong Kong, it is very
beautiful. | think the Hong Kong'’s nature is very beautiful because there are

in a small area, such as the priority biodiversity on different type of nature,

it got the sea, and the mountains, and the city makes the beautiful country
parks. Just put together such in a small place is beautiful. When did | love it? |
think it is my first time to Hong Kong. When the first time | come to Hong

Kong | am very small, but | remember it is very beautiful.

»Q

[4]. Q: What ways do you think that it can help us to protect our natural environment ?
A: | think the system of having country parks is a good idea, you g@& people responsible for country parks, and always

let some people responsible for something, somebody feel put thes teedosbk after, also | think giving educating

general population abput the important on maintain the environment is dadgagodanything you can do for example

your union’s literature, your union’s newsletters, any information wiiechgives to the people, maybe this can help the

people respect to the nature.

[5]. Q: Traveling outside , what benefits would you get during the journey ?

A: Every time you come across to nature, you learn more and yoadcapeace, because nature is a peace for quiet, and

is good for the human spirit, so, the nature maybe is the best place to add peace.

[6]. Which place do you like most ? And what activities do you like to do in countrysideifizang?

| think Hong Kong is one of the places which | like most in the dv@8bme mountains are very high and quiet beautiful,

but, Hong Kong is one of the places where keep coming back also is beautifwially |1 do in the countryside are walk,
look, listen and feel the wind and it is just the noise to be in the countryside.

>0

[7].

In your mind, what roles do you think that it's between human and the nature ?

>0

the same time, because we have to responsible for it.

[8] Q: Could you give some advices to readers for the purpose of reminding
them about the important of the great nature?

A: To come to nature, don't forget the , and respect it.

[9]. Q: Do you have any opinions or reflections about the green house effect
spreading out over the world ?

A: Agreen house effect is seem to be a controversial theory, it always
change the nature during the cost of time. But probably because of the
spreading of the human population and also the increasing technology
damage to the environment. We need to think very seriously about how
we can limit pollution and protect the environment from further

| think this is a part of nature, disting from nature, it ipémiant thing for us is keeping balance those two aspects bein

damaged, if possible, we dressed the damage we done, and governmen

also have to encourage to take some skills to stop any further damaged.

[10]Q: Do you have any feelings and expectation about the natural environment
A: 1 hope more and more area who become as the nature , and
there would be more balance between the cities and countryside. It is

very fresh at Shatin Pass have a look, | hope we can give the next

generation the beautiful nature that we have. And may be some more as

well.
Interview date: 1% Jan. 2005 / Interview venue: Shatin Pass — Lion Pavilion — Lion Rock Couatky PHong Kong

Remarks Thank you for the interview by Michael Modini
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Looking back on Sha Lo Tung's past :

Three species of sea turtles have been regtémddong Kong waters. They are:
the Green Turtle ( Chelonia mydas ) , Leatherbaald ( Dermochely coriacea ) and
Olive Ridley ( Lepidochelys olivaced ) . Most locatords are on the Green Turtle
which is also the only species bred in Hong Kongeda turtle is a highly endangered
species listed under Appendix 1 of CITES and “ClaBsotected Animal” in the “List
of state Key Protected Wildlife in China”.

Sea turtles used to nest in many remote bedikeeTung O and Ha Mei Wan of
Lamma Island, Tong Fok Miu Wan and Tai Tong Waharfitau Island and Tai Tam
Bay of Hong Kong Island some decades ago. As dtrefstapid urban and rural
development and human activities on or near thesgsasea turtles no longer nest in
these beaches. Sham Wan of Lamma Island is thekaplyn existing nesting site.

Life of a Green Turtle : The breeding season of Green Turtle is from Jur@dber. During the breeding season, mature turtle
travel thousands of kilometers from their feedimgumpds to mate in shallow waters off the natal he#@dter mating, females will come
ashore at night and and look for a suitable sitlayoeggs. Nests are simply holes dug on sandyhesad he females lay eggs inside the
holes, recover them with sand and return to seavedid.

Eggs are incubated in the nests naturally. Depgndimthe ambient temperature, eggs will hatch iouattwo months. Sex of the
hatchings depends on the incubation temperatughdditemperature produces more females but madelminate when the temperature is
lower. Hatchings are about 5 cm in length. The whwdst of hatchings usually emerges on a cool @igtitheads immediately toward the
sea. Once in the sea, they drift on large floatirags of seaweed in open waters. Young turtles nmvke feeding ground about one year
later.

Conservation of Sea Turtles : Because of the changing environment of Hong Keightings of sea turtles in local waters are
becoming increasingly rare. As such, we shouldstremthe fact that Green Turtles still nest in Shgam of Lamma Island. If nesting of the
local population fails due to disturbance or otfaetors, the local population would eventually leecextinct.

It is an offence to take, possess, sell or exportsaa turtles and its eggs or willfully disturlyaea turtles and its eggs under the Wild
Animals Protection Ordinance Cap.170. Offenderdiabde to a maximum fine of HK$100,000 and 1 yeaprisonment. The sandy beach
at Sham Wan has been listed as a Restricted Area D99 for the protection of the Green Turtles.eNtry or stay within the area is
allowed without a permit during the period fromuhé to 31 October. During nesting season, thesavea'dens regularly patrol the beach at
Sham Wan days and nights to protect nesting tuatléstheir eggs.

|The next periodical English Corner topic: Appreciating SeaMeed
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